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Policy No. 15/003
POLICY TITLE

ENVIRONMENTAL LEVY IMPLEMENTATION POLICY

1. OBJECTIVES
1.1. To inform the allocation of revenue raised through the Environmental Levy in the Byron
Shire Council local government area.
1.2. To outline the arrangements for allocating and managing the Environmental Levy funds
2. BACKGROUND
Byron Shire is well know for its diverse, natural environment including beautiful coastlines, lush
rainforests, creeks, rivers and mountain ranges which form part of the remnants of the Wollumbin
caldera. These environmental assets are supported by an active and aware community that values
and promotes the protection and enhancement of the environment.
Following the adoption of the Byron Biodiversity Conservation Strategy in 2004 Council received
approval from the NSW government to apply a special rate variation of 2% for four years to fund a
Biodiversity Levy in order to implement the Byron Biodiversity Conservation Strategy. In 2008, the
Biodiversity Levy was replaced with an Environmental Levy that continues to support the
implementation of the Byron Biodiversity Conservation Strategy as well as Council's sustainability
and coastal programs.
The Environment Levy is a key revenue source to assist in the implementation of Council endorsed
environmental plans and strategies. The Levy has been essential to the successes achieved
through the implementation of a range of biodiversity, coastal and sustainability programs and
enabled Council to leverage significant additional funding via external grants.
3. PRINCIPLES
The Environmental Levy is to be used to fund activities which either:
3.1. Identify, maintain, protect or enhance native biodiversity, ecosystems and ecological
processes.
3.2. Reduce Byron Shire’s greenhouse gas emissions or improve the environmental
sustainability and resilience of Council and the community.
3.3. Undertake studies and prepare plans for coastal processes, values and risks and
implement those actions that address protecting or enhancing coastal biodiversity,
ecosystems and ecological processes.
4. TERMS OF REFERENCE
The Environmental Levy will only be used to fund staff, priority actions and projects consistent
with:
4.1. Developing and/or delivering the Byron Biodiversity Conservation Strategy
4.2. Developing and/or delivering the Roadside Vegetation Management Plan
4.3. Developing and/or delivering the Byron Shire Low Carbon Strategy
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4.4. Developing Coastal Zone Management Plans (CZMP), including estuary management
plans, and delivering actions that are consistent with the above Principles, and/or the
objectives of the above strategies, but not the implementation of ‘coastal protection works’
as defined under the Coastal Protection Act 19791.
5. POLICY STATEMENT
5.1. The Biodiversity and Sustainability Advisory Committee will review the allocation of funds
from the Environmental Levy, namely by:
a)

Providing advice to Council on matters to be considered for funding from the
Environmental Levy each year

b)

Reviewing the projects funded by the Environmental levy on a quarterly basis,
following advice provided by Council staff and report progress to Council

c)

Reviewing annually the draft budget for expenditure of the Environmental Levy and
providing advice to Council on both the allocation and expenditure of funds consistent
with the Environmental Levy Terms of Reference including prioritisation and monitoring
environmental outcomes of Levy funded projects

5.2. All funds collected including any funds raised through Environment Levy business activities
is held and accounted for separately from Council’s general revenue.
5.3. Environment Levy funds should not be available at any time for expenditure as general
revenue in accordance with principles of the Environmental Levy.
5.4. Any unspent funds at the end of financial year are to be returned to the Environment Levy
budget.
5.5. The Environment Levy can be used for leveraging funding through grants and partnership
opportunities offered by government and other organisations.
5.6. Funds from the Environment Levy may be quarantined or saved annually in order to
compound funds over subsequent years to raise a larger sum of funds for designated
projects or matching grants.

1

Under Part 1, section 4 (1) of the Coastal Protection Act 1979, coastal protection works means activities or
works to reduce the impact of coastal hazards on land adjacent to tidal waters and includes seawalls,
revetments, groynes and beach nourishment.
E2015/31373

Page 2 of 2

