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Bob was born at Murwillumbah and grew up at New Brighton (near to the oval) where
he went to Billinudgel Public School . When playing rugby league for the school their
guernseys were made from corn sacks, his boots being barefeet. (Annex 1 )

During his time at New Brighton he would swim in the local pool (north arm of the
Brunswick River) and kick the football in the open area across the road from the present

New Brighton shop. He would also collect pipis from New Brighton beach which he used

as bait to catch fish in the local area.

Bob went to Mullumbimby High School in 1957 to 1961.. He was a good all round
sportsman, representing his school in rugby league, cricket and athletics and became

house captain (Acacia House ). He was in the High School Cadets (rising to the rank

of Corporal), and also a member of the Brunswick Heads Surf Life Saving Club.

(Annex 2)

ln 1960 he represented Mullumbimby Rugby Leagues Club in the Under L8's when the
club won all three grade grand finals. ( Annex 3. )

Bob left school in L96L and joined the Navy in July of that year. He was a stoker and

studied Mechanical Engineering where he attained the rank of Petty Officer (he was the first
indigenous person to achieve this). He was also qualified in Clearance Diving, Bricking and

Lagging.

He was a champion Rugby Union player for the Navy representing establishments

H.M.AS. Cerberus, Kuttabul and the ships H.M.A.S. Anzac, Sydney, Hobart and went on

to represent the Navy against Army and Air Force.

Bob married Kaye in 1966, ( the beginning of a formidable team ) that would face head on

the many struggles that lay ahead. He left the Navy in 1968.

Wh¡lst working in the Redfern area Bob and Kaye would constantly see the intimidation
and harassment of the aboriginal communíty and he decided he would do something
about ¡t. (Annex,4)

While he studied in 1972 he founded the Aboriginal Housing Company in Redfern and was

a director of the Aboriginal Medical and Legal Service through most of the 1970s . He was

also a director and chairman of Tranby College.

ln L973 he completed his H.S.C. studies at Sydney Technical College and entered a law
course at the University of N.S.W. He graduated in L978 (second indigenous person after
Pat O'Shane) and was admitted to the New South Wales Bar in 1979.

As a barrister he represented many aboriginal people in criminal trials and was often
instructed by the Aboriginal Legal Service . ln 1987 Bob was appointed as an assisting

council to the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, this took him all over
the country.



ln 1990 he won the University of N.S.W. Alumni Award and in L993 Macquarie

University awarded him an honorary Doctor of Laws in recognition of his services to law,
the community and the Aboriginal people.

During this period Bob had been appointed public defender in N.S.W. and would spend
what time he had left at the Mathew Talbot Hostel (a home for the homeless) helping out
with Kaye in the soup kitchen and offering advice and encouragement .

On the LTth May 1996 Bob was appointed a judge of the District Court of N.S.W., thefirst
indigenous person to be appointed to any ¡ntermediate court in Australia. He mentored
young aboriginal lawyers and encouraged students to attend his courtroom , including,

students from Tranby College.

" For all Aboriginal Australians to achieve the level of self-determination and

Justice that ¡s the right of each and every one of us, the Australian community,

both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, must ensure that the enduring principles of

democracy be upheld at all times in every community "

Judge Bob Bellear 1997

Bob would go out to the court at Moree and during his time there he became a patron of
the Moree Boomerangs Football Club, he was also a committee member of the Redfern All
Blacks Rugby Leagues Club a strong supporter of the C.F.M.E.U Aboriginal Construction
lndustry Trainee Program.

The N.S.W, Premier Bob Carr announced on the L6th March 2005 that Judge Bob Bellear

would rece¡ve a state funeral next week. He described him as a 'great Australian and

indigenous statesman' and a 'man of vision who fought with passion for the rights of
his people'.

His state funeral was held at the Sydney Town Hall on the 22nd March 2005 ( Annex 5 )

On Thursday 19tn August 20L0, UNSW Law Faculty's Moot Court was filled with
indigenous students Alumni and judges of the High Court for a ceremony honouring the
late Bob Bellear ( Annex 6 )

'He was a successful, well respected criminal barrister who is still remembered and, more
importantly was a comm¡tted volunteer to working among the displaced and dispossessed.'



'Hopefully Judge Bellear's picture and story can beckon students of this institution towards
the path he walked with such great dignity, graciousness and courage.,

The following is a eulogy from his State Funeral held at the Sydney Town Hall on Tuesday
22nd March 2005

Tranby Students 2003-2004 Class

National lndigenous Legal Studies

Throughout the centuries there were men who took first

steps down new roads, armed with nothing but their own vision.

You are certainly one of those men.

You have given other Aboriginal people a path to follow

Even though we had only met just once this was enough to inspire us

Our dreams are an index to the future.

Your dream is an index to your greatness

What lies behind us and what lies before us are small matters compared to
what lies within us



Acknowledgements:

1. The Billinudgel Public School 1893 - 1993 Harvey Gardiner & Terry Timms
2. The Mullumbimby High School Library, Donna Pearson - School Principal

3. The Mullumbimby Library

4. The Mullumbimby Rugby League Football Club

5. "From the Depths to the Heights" Peter Manning SMH 17rH March 2OO5

6. Honouring Judge Bob Bellear UNSW. Law Faculty's Moot Court

Address by Judge John Nicholson, SC

Biography 27¡h June Lg44 - 15th March 2005



A¡Uue x 2

n6B' Fft(ruR

fì

Cttqss Í B /q57

8¡r. 7rb. r.uG.y TEAGUT pS7

G

Eocl {loft to riqhll: R Dcries, G,0rowtrin3, J N:lherwoy, J.0ell, leq,
J Cockerell, N. Philp,

fît'ç/çfì
-/'

tronlr Ívlr. W. Sñ¡ih lCoorh), R Picl:1, l(. Yuile, N, M¡t(hell, W, Olive
lCopt.l, B. Slorr, J. Rollon

'ir J

Rsr 1 ú l^/etøut' Àilts to^/



túB' Ék<ruR

'iloB - srfitt(, 44 Freo4 /Etr-í

4r/' VefrR - /q6o

filrn
t

r*sï xrr ìo/t*
Back r & åqlleor, t. Dorrelly, G. Wright. R, lhompsorr, G McPaul, t. Campbell, ( Wood,

8. Robbins, J. Gardner (Capr,).

Fronl: Mr. W. Smilh (Cooch), R. Sturrner. M, Mnrks, E. Selwoo.l, A perrirr (Coach),
G. Pidd, D, Nevu, .1. Sturmor, Mr , l( Lansley (Spo, t5mðster).
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THE FIIìST XIII
Coaches : Mr'. W. SmÍth, Ml'. T. Pel'rin.

The 1960 Filst XIII developed into one of the best teams to ever
Iepresent the school They defeate{ Ballina twice, Lismole Ma|ist and
drew witìr Mulwillumbah and KyogÌe.

Unfortunately, eally in the season, tlì^ team lost their five-eighth
and latel their half-back through serious injury. Despite these
initial se.tbacks, the team continued to play splendid school football. The
team was noted for an extremely str.ong denfence and backing-up in
all games.

Results of the season's matches are:-
V. Lismole Malist, won B-6-Vagg and Bellear tlies, Gat'dner goal.
V. Mul'willumbah, Iost 8-ll-caldnel two tlies and one goãL
V. Ballina, won 13-5-Vagg thlee tries, Gardner' 2 goals.
V. Murwillunrbah, draw 2-2-Galdnel l goal.
V. Glafton, lost 5-23-Marks tly, Bellear goal.
V. B_allina, wo! B-5 (Kear.ney Cup)-Mcpaut and Campbell tries,

Belleal goal.
V. Kyogle, dlaw 5-5 (I{ealney Cup). -Yr'r'ight tly, Bellear goal.
V. Lismole B, lost ?-0.
V. Mulwillumbah, lost l2-0.
The Team: John Galdner, captain and five-eighth until injured;

brilliant in attack and defence. Bob Be.llear', vice-capt. ard half-back;
an elusive playel who nevel tired. Ian Vagg, winger; vely fâst, scored
some splendid tfies. Les Donnelly, wingel and half; showed gr.eat im-
pÌovement during the seâson. Ted Selwood, centle; very fast, moved
up quickly in defence, should do ìüell in 1961. Jon Semple, winger;
fast and elusive, should concentlate on stlengthening his tackling.
Ilobelt Stulmer', centre and half; small but a very strong defender..
Galy Wright, centle; flr'st yeal in school football, strong in tackling.
Richard Thornpson, full-back; showed improvement in backing-up
with his backs. Gl'eg. Pidd, hooker; small but a vely determined for.-
ward. Doug. New, fi'ont row; excellent in lucks. Lance Campbell,
lront low; geve a consisténtly good pelfolrnance. M. Marks, second
row; an up-and-coming forr4rard, very haÌ'd runner'. John Sturmer,
second low; new membel to the school team, a keen and conscientious
forward. Gordon McPaul, lock; good potential, keep using thât \Ãreight
to advantage. Keith rvVood, second low; vet'y keen, ovelcoming his
lack of expelience. Bau'y Robbins, fl'ont lour; a keen player, uses
weight to advantage.

20. ,scrloctt- i./-|,æTS - {-f{:O Nor' Easter

On ADzac Day we saw the fir'sl public atipeat'ance of the Cadets,
who mal'clred in two parties, one at Bylon Bay ancl one at Mullum-
bimby.

Cour-ses were atte¡lded âs shown-all aL Sintìleton :-
December', 1959 : C.U.O - Colpolals ll,obbins, Beckinsale and

Bellear'.
May, 1960 : C.Q.M.S. - Colpolal Pliesl.

Band - Cadet Gibson.
Next yeal bhele will be a gleater allocatir_¡n on courses - C.U.O.,

C.Q.M.S., N.C.O., Infantly, Specialist Weepons, IlancI, Mectical and
Signals.

C.U.O. Woods, C.S.M. câr'dnel and I will hc lesigning befor.e Camp,
and oul' replacements will l¡e taking you to Southpot't.

Finally, Lieut. Pellin has replaced Mr. Mrr,rrinon on resignation.



42 Nor'Easter

- l/(,or"" R"porl" -rt

ÃcÃcr^ HousE /76o
House Mastet' : MR,. T. PERRIN.
House Misttess : MISS n. ALLABURTON.

House Vice-Captains : Lance Campbell.

Acacia was well represented in the various school teams :

BOYS

Acacia was also well to the fore in the academic fleld :
year'. in 28.
3A.

in lC.
+{,¡i¡f

IACAAAND^Ã HOUSE
House Mester : MR,. J. BEVAN.
House Mistress : MISS L. ROLLINS.
Captains : Ian Vagg, Shirley .Wheafley.

Vlce-Captains : Ted Selwood, pat Tarlington.

- .l3cgr-a,ld& House conilnued rts leadership of the school this year..rnarlt flelds of school acuvtry, rha m-emürs-or tr¡ä-i¡õüiã;öïí":ä._.
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Our first Aboriginal
iud¡le remembered

Mullumbìmby Hlgh School Welfare Olflcer Lesley Sayers wlth thephglo ol school patron Judge Bellear whlch hangs on the school
wall of fame
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1960 UNDER 18 YEARS PREMIERS

BACK ROW: P O'Donnell, I Grant, F James, ellear, N McDonald, N Philp

CENTRE: B Gallen, K McMorrow (Coach) R Mcllwain, J Williams, A Philp (Manager)

FRONT ROW: R Mudge, R Selwood (C) N Mitchell
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Bob Bellear
Judge
1944-2005

Austmlia is called a dassless so
ciety. ht Bob Belleaa v¡ho has
died æ 60, did r.rh.æ few other
Al¡stralians har¡e doner he rose
from the very bottom nrng to the
very top. ì¡ot just from wodcing-
class and rural origins brt from
Aboriginal deprilæion to become
At¡stralia's first indþeoous þfue.

Raised iD the fa¡ l.Iorth Coast
town^ of Billinudgel, near

from the Noonuccal people of
Stradbroke Island. One of nine

197& Trunkenness rnns our onþ
refuge. But wheD you emerged
f¡om the hazæ, of
there was always the hanh reality
of racism to face."

He leftschoole"d'¡ he said, and
"I could¡'t even get a job as a
bank teleq attitudes being r,l¡üat
theywere then."

Bellea¡ joined the narry. He
learned ¡1¿çþ¡niç¿l engineer-
ing and dea¡ance diving, and
loved his time at sea. He became
a champion rugby player for the
navy. Tall and lea¡, he was a¡
outstauding and talented
cerite. In the narry þs Ins¡ his
wífe and life partner Kaye
Williams, the daughter of a
Ballarat nade unionist. At the
tím e, she was going out with one
of Belleat's shiFmates and was
in the process of moving house
from Bondi to Kings Gross.
Bellea¡ helped her move - in
every sense of the word.

Within six weeks the corple
had fallen in love a¡d married.
Ttey became inseparable and a
devastating combination. Kaye
sar¡r¡ in Bellea¡ the çralities of a
ndu¡al leaden a man of charm,
cowiction, humanify common
sensg humour and ambition.

Bellear became the first
Aborigine to rise to the ler¡el of
petry ofñcer in the navy. By the
time he left in 1968, he was a
qrralified diyeq, bricklayeq furnace
lager, and ftter and turner. He
Cained j.ùs æ the Cþnle oil re-
finery and elsewhere on the
suength of his tnde skills. He was
already a -an on the ma¡ch.

But this was also the time in
Sydney of rising Aboriginal con-
sciousness abort civil rþbts. The
use of the hated Summary Of-
fences Act on ,{boriginal people
in Redfern became a kind of
police sport. Bellear watched
with horror as friends suffered
not for being criminal br¡t for be-
ingbladc The overtracism of the
police actioos every Friday and
Sanrday night appalled him.

The former attoraey-general
wùo welcomed Bellea¡ to ttre
bencb, .Ieff Shalrr, said æ the timer
"It was easy for police to arrest
Aboriginal people. They had a
formula. It was the tifect4 'un-
seemþ wordd, 're,sist arrest' and
'assar¡It police'. Seeing this ínjus-
tice repeated week after week hit
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Committed
activist . .. Bob
Belea[ above.
brought humour
and compassion
to his work
8e¡ea[ þft, rith
his wife, l(¡ye, on
lús ¡dmission to
the bar in 1979.

s to the he

ha¡{ and there was no way thæ
Bob Bellea¡ was going to sit back
and w*ch it happening.'

One evening in D72, Kzye and,
Bellearwere sining in tìe Clifton
Hotel Redfern, lvüen the paddy
wagons dragged arn¡ay another
drtch of local bladrs. Together
they decided he would study laru.

Bellear went to Sydney Tech-
nical College to finish þis high
school snrdies, gettinghis HSC in
!973-The nextyear heþined the
llniversþ of NSW laru school. He
gained his degree in 1978 andwas
admined to the bar the next year.
Inless than l0yean fromtaking
thæ decision at the Clifton Hotel
he had become a ba¡rister.

Bellea¡ founded the Aboriginal
Housing Coryauy in Redfern in

0mffiUh1972,lGye
il Belerreie sitûr¡ h üE
G¡fton lbtel nodftnr, rlur
üre petryüryns ûee¡ed
aÜ¡dyfficlrffidlocd
tldrs.Togcüwtlnyffi
hrufdú¡dïhü.

1972, was a director of the Aborigi-
nal Medical Seryice and the Abor-
igiqal I-eSBl Service tbrough most
of the 1970s, and was a diÌector
and chairman of Tranby College.
He was a key Souù $rdney com-
munity activist and a dose adviser
to the rema¡kable Father Ted
IGDnedy of StVrncent's Church,
Redfern. He was also on Eyriad
I¿bor committees advising on.Ab-
original policy.

In the 1980s there was no stop-
ptng this man of quiet determi-

nation, affable humour and
unaffected friendliness. He rep-
resented Aboriginal people (and
nùites) in a wide range of courts.
The main emphasis of his prac-
ticg howeveq was criminal trials,
instructed by the Aboriginal
Legal Servicg Legal Aid Com-
mission or prirrate practitioners.
He was consta¡tly wod<ing on the
side of the poor. He also zuccess-
fully represented traditional
owDers in th¡ee imFortant land
claims, and was appoin-ted as
counsel assisting to the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal
De¿ths in Custody in 1987.

Meanwhilg he was a com-
mittec member of the Redfern All
Blacks ruþy league club and
patron of tÏe Moree Boomeraag
Fooôall Chrb.

In 1990 he won the liniversity
of NSW Almni .&n¡a¡d and in
1993 Macquarie University
awa¡ded him an houorary doctor
of laws in recognition of his ser-
vices to latr4 täe,communþ and
the Aboriginal people. By then he
had been qpointed public de-
fender in NSW and could be
found at the MatthewTalbot Hos-
tel dispensing free legal advice to
the homeless in his spare time.

In 1996, þs þseamg the fust
Aborigine to be appointed a
þdge. From the bendres of Dis-
Eict Courts a¡or¡nd NSt44 Bellear
wodced for eight years bringing
fai¡ and compassionate justice to
¡ftsss þsf6¡s him.' He also wod<ed without stint
for young Aboriginal people
thinking of snrdying lavr'. He was
a mentor to young black larn¡yers
and lal¡ snrdenB, and encou¡-
aged Aborigiual high school
students toþin him in his court.
He opened the court to national

indigeuous legal snrdies studenß
from Tranby. He was a strong
supporter of the construction
union, aadwas patron of tle Con-
struction Indr¡sFy Drug and Al-
cohol Foundation.

He had a special place in his
hea¡t for his son Malu, r,vho died
young. At his appoinment as a
judge in 1996 Bellea¡ said: "Ivfy
son Maþ for all his short lifg
loved me unconditionalb¡ and
taught me the value of com-
passion and courage. He will be
with me for the eotire þurney
both on and offthe bench."

When Bellea/sson, Kali had a
boylastyeaa he was named Ta¡na
Jamarra Bellear - Tanna for his
grandfatheds ancestal Vanuatu
home and .Iamarra for kangaroo

(the same meaning as MahÐ. And
v¡ùen Bellea¡ died in his bed,
wearing a Che Guevara T-sbi4
IGye's last words were to iwite
him to reþinhis beloved Malu.

Bellea¡ has been a role model
for his people, a source of enor-
mous pride andþyto his famil]¡
especially his wife and a beacou
of hope in dad<times for all those
who believe in Áboriginal righfs
and justice. Hewore his ext¡aord-
inary achievements with great
humility. A great frien4 an easy
mate, he never lost his ordinary
touch. He will remai¡ sEong in
the hearts of all he touched.

He is zurvived byKaye, his chil-
dren, ,Ioanne and IGli, and four
grandchildren.
Peter Manning
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JUDGE BOB BELLEAR
27 Juøe 1944 - 15 Mdtch 2005

'For all Aboriginal Australians to achieve the

level of self-determination and justice that is

the right of each and every one of us,

the Australian communit¡ both Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal, must ensure that the

enduring principles of democracy be upheld

at all times in every community.'

Judge Bob Bellear 1997
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Terry Tobin QC

Linda Burney MP

Kaye Bellear

Guard of Honour
Moree Bootnerangs Football CIub and

CFMEU Aboriginal Construction Industry Trainee program



'Throughout the centuries there were men who took first

steps down new roads, armed with nothing but their own vision

You are certainly one of those men.

You have given other Aboriginal people a path to follow.

Even though we had only met just once this was

enough to inspire us.

Our dreams are an index to the future.

Your dream is an index to your greatness.

What lies behind us and what lies before us

are small matters compared to what lies within us

You are a man of greatness.'

Tranby Students
National Indigenous Legal Studies

2003-2004 Class



Honouring Judge Bob Bellear, Australia's lst Aboriginal judge and... http://www.law.unsw.edu.au/news/2010/08/honouring-judge-bob-be...
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Judge Bob Bellear, Australia's l-st
judge and UNSW Law Alumnus

.Posted Monday, 23rd August 2010

On Thursday l9 August 2010, UNSW Law Faculty's Moot Court was Ílled with lndigenous students, alumn¡, and judges

of lhe High Court for a ceremony honour¡ng the late Bob Bellêar.

Judgê Belleais portralt, pictured h€re, was unveil€d by his son Kal¡ and two grandchildren

. Reâd tho k€ynots eddr€88 dcllvcred by JudgÊ John Nlcholson SC

. R6åd Judg€ Bob Bolloa/s biography
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On the Occasion of fhe u n veilins of the nicture of Judse Robert
Bellear in the Moot Court of UNSW Faculrv of Law

l9 Aueust 2010

Address by Judge John Nicholson, SC

It is riglrt,litting and ¡rroper thatJudge Robert Bellear's picturc shoulcl be hung

in this place of learning lvhere many young men and women are studying law

ancl planning their careers.

It is to lrang in this Moot Court Room where they will learn to practice advocacy

skills that they will put to use in future ycars.

Many rvill still be young enough to recall childhood innocence and its great

companion "idealism" - but close enough to an age where c¿rreer and life style

choices arc to be made. Bob Bellear will lit very comfortably among such young

sfudents, especially those who have not yet put asicle or lost their idealism, hopes

and aspirations.

'l'ltc picture that willslrortly be unveilecl was taken when Bob had alrcacly

rc'achecl 50. Therc are three earlier pictures that put this picture ¡nto context

'lhe carlicst in time is of a young, athletic, good-lookingAboriginal man being

dragged by two burly ¡rolice sergeants to a nearby paddy wagon; moments

beforc he hacl been arrested as one of a grou¡r protesting an Aboriginal c¡¡use-

lacking ol' proper Aboriginal housing I belicvc' - b u t it could eq ually lrave been irr

rcspect of any of a number ol'otlrer Aborigiual c¿luses he was passiolate aborrt.

'llte ¡rictur.'lirst in tirne highliglrts n¡rt only Bcllear''s strong sense of social

justicc', but also a willingness to be activc to the point ol'real conliontation witlr

uttthority. I suspect he is the only judge to have ¿ru cvc'rìt like this irr lris early lile'

l-tris catrsc hc believed just- ltis actions were those of a strong man cletcrmined to

llursue his vision of justice.

lVhcn hc heard l(aye Bellear, his wif'e, at the police station later that day, he

called out he did not want bail if those arrested with him rryele not alsu granted



bail. Here hc prescnts as a leader who understood f he importance ol'su¡l¡rortiug

and conrlbrting tlrose also conu.uitted to tlle' cause lre was so passionatcly

aclvocating.

The second picture exists only in my mincl's cye. But it is a picture of'an actual

c'vent. Bob, witlr Kaye and others, was drinking at a Redf'ern pub well known

fbr its Aboriginal clientele. lìrequently on'l'hursday, Friday ancl Saturday

nights ¡,rolice visitecl it, apparently intcresterl in little more than a spot of racial

sport as tlrcy arrested and charged Aboriginal drinkers with what became

l<nown as the tril'ecta - ofïensive behaviour, resist arrest and assault police.

That topic (and likely the then Summary OIl'cnces Act) and rhe fiequcncy of

unrepresented Aboriginal drinkers finding thcmselves befbre the courts on

lìriclay, Saturday and Monday morning so chal'ged, causecl Bob Bellear at tlrat

clrinking session to ânnounce he would study law to become an aclvocate in Court

fbr these clisadvantaged and discriminated people.

'f his picture of the would-be mature age srudent ¿rnd his wil'e mahing a

momentous clecision of this kincl says much about Bob Bellear's idealism in

seeking to serve the "l<nock-abouts", the disadvantaged ancl his own Aboriginal

bn¡thers and sisters by obtaining justicc fbr them.

As events turned out, he studiecl law at this University, ancl he did serve lris

people - lnost particularly in the Royal Con¡mission into Aboriginal Deatlrs in

Custody and at thc. Public Delþnders rvhcre I fìrst nret him.

Judge Zahra - ¡rresent tonight, also a past Public Del'ender, has described thc

tltird picturc to nìe. Judge Za\ra was instrumental in the early discussions as trr

the harrging of Bob Bcllear's picture at the Law School.

It lvas not unusual lbr Public Del'enders to worl< bacl< in chambcrs af'ter 5 or

6pm. One winter's Vlonday evening around 6 o'clock or so, fleter Zahra rvas

heatling ltome. 'l'he light was on in Bellear's chambers. Pettr thoughr he lvoultl

say goocl nigltt to the man. As he entered, llob was clrangirrg l'ronr his suit to

jeatts, casual shirt and runners. Bob Bellcar was heading to the Matt'llalbert

Hostel, where apparently lre spent each lVlonday night working among Syclney's

2



homeless. Hcre' was a succt'ssf'ul, well-respected criminal barrister who still

remembered and, more importantly was a cotntnittc,d voluntecr to working

âmong the displaced and dispossessed.

Pictures of'notablc men and wonlen nray be lrung in public ¡rlaces lbr many

reasons. This picture of Bolr Bellear should not harrg here simply because he

was the first Aborigine to beco¡ne a District Court judge, nor simply because this

institution was his alma mater. Such a situation would undervalue the man. llis
picture deserves it place in this Vloot Court because he was a man who achieved

much, including those two ilnportant accomplishments, in his desire to serve

others through the law.

'l-hose who choose the law so that they may use it to serve others, will not only

follow a path trod by Judge Bellear, but will walk among the giants who believc'

justice is a cr¡mmodity to which all are equally entitled and know the poor,

displaced, disposed and disadvantage may well be so, because they are presently

and already victims of injustice. Hopefully, Judge Bellear,s picture and story

can beckon students of this institution towards that path he walked with such

great dignity, graciousness ancl courage.

Judge John Nicholson SC

NSIY District Court

l



Bob Bellear (27 June 1944 - 15 March 2005)

Bob Bellear, born in northern New South Wales, one of nine children, grew up near Mullumbimby.
Both his grandfathers, one from Vanuatu, the other a Solomon Islander, had been "black-birded" to
Australia. His grandmother was a Noonuccal woman of Minjerribah (Stradbroke Island). He grew
up knowing poverty, hunger and a widespread culture of alcoholism.

He left school early, but had difficulties finding employment. He joined the Australian Navy,
atlainingthe rank of Petty Officer, the first Aborigine to do so. He left the Navy in 1968.

After marrying Kaye Williams in 1966, the couple worked in Redfern, an area with a substantial
Aboriginal population. This was a time of rising Aboriginal consciousness of the intertwined
injustices - related to displacement, housing, health, police victimisation and non-Aboriginal
community rejection - that impacted upon their lives. Their common theme was race.

Bob Bellear established the Aboriginal Housing Company in 1972. He led a campaign to prevent
Redfern landlords from evicting Aboriginal tenants. This work led to the Whitlam government
hansferring ownership of The Block to the Aboriginal Housing Company. Throughout the 1970s, he

was also director of both the Aboriginal Medical Service and the Aboriginal Legal Service.

In 1972, he decided to become a lawyer. He completed his HSC at Sydney Technical College, and
enrolled in law at the University of New South Wales. He graduated BJuris and LLB in 1978 and
was admitted to the Bar in 7979 asNSW's second Aboriginal barrister.

In 1987 he was the first Aborigine to be appointed as counsel assisting a Royal Commissioner when
he was appointed to the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. In 1991, he was
appointed a Public Defender - again the first Aboriginal to be so appointed. He received an honorary
Doctorate of Laws in1993, the first member of the public bar so honoured. In 1996, Bob Bellear
was appointed a judge of the District Court of New South Wales, the first Aborigine to be appointed
to any intermediate court in Australia.

This photograph was taken as Bob Bellear stood to make his judicial promises. He stands striking in
appearance; formidable, humble, gracious and, as always, immensely dignified. He served as a
judge for nine years. He showed himself to be a man of learning, compassion and humanity. During
this time he mentored young Aboriginal lawyers, and encouraged students to attend his courhoom,
including students from Tranby College, where he was a Director. The 2003-2004 Tranby College
class wrote of him:

You have given other Aboriginal people a path to þllow. Even though we had only met just once,
this was enough to inspire us.

Bob Bellear died at his home on March 15, 2005
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