File Ref:#E2023/92458

Muilumbimby

15 September, 2023
Subject: In Support of Retaining the Name “Hottentot Crescent"
Dear Byron Shire Council,

I 'am writing to express my support for retaining the name "Hottentot Crescent” for our street.
it has recently come to my attention that there is a proposal to change the name of our street
due fo concerns about its historical connotations. | firmly believe that our street's name
should remain as is.

My understanding is that our sfreet name was chosen decades ago,

after a tree, the Holtentot Bean tree (Schotia Brachypetala). Never in my time as a resident
here, have | heard another person ever relate to the street name in regards to a racial siur.
The proposal to change the name has been made by a local resident who does not reside in
Hottentot Crescent, or indeed Mullumbimby. While | appreciate the concerns raised,it is
essential to acknowledge that names can change in meaning and connctation over the
years.

Altering the street name would greatly impact residents and the Council fong term with
endless administrative changes and potential financial costs. These resources could be
better utilized for essential community projects and improvements.

Thank you for your time and careful consideration.

Sincerely,
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Subject: Preserving the Name "Hottentot Crescent” - A Resident's Perspective
Dear Members of the Byron Shire Council,

{ trust this letter finds you well. | am writing to you today as a proud resident and homeowner
of Hottentot Crescent since 2004. Over the years, | have grown deeply attached to our
street’'s name, which beautifully celebrates the remarkable Hottentot Trees that grace our
beloved Cresent. It is with a heavy heart that | address the recent proposal to change the
name of our street, prompted by concerns about racial sensitivity.

First and foremost, | want to emphasize that [ was genuinely taken aback when | learned of
this request for a name change. In all my years here, | have never associated "Hottentot
Crescent” with anything derogatory or offensive. To me, it has always represented a
connection to the natural beauty that surrounds us, particularly the magnificent Hottentot
Bean frees (Schotia Brachypetala) that fine our street. These trees are a source of pride for
our community and a testament to our commitment to preserving our environment,

tin my view, if one searches for prejudice or offence in any name or phrase, they are likely to
find it, even where it was never intended. The name "Hottentot Crescent" was chosen to
celebrate the botanical richness of our area and should continue to do so without being
burdened by unintended connotations. Renaming our street would not only strip away its
unique character but also impose unnecessary costs and administrative complexities on
both the council and residents.

Rather than dweliing on the past, | firmly believe that we should focus on celebrating the
beauty and unity of our community. Hottentot Crescent has been a part of our jocal identity
for many years, and it embodies the spirit of our region. Changing its name would be an
erasure of our history and the unigue character that sets our community apart,

I kindly implore the Byron Shire Council to consider the sentiments of long-standing
residents like myself, who have cherished the name "Hottentot Crescent” for its connection
to nature and the positive aspects of our community. Let us continue to celebrate its beauty
and the botanical heritage it represents, rather than allowing it to be overshadowed by
confroversy,

Thank you for taking the time to read my heartielt plea. 1 look forward to your decision on this
matter and hope that we can preserve the name that has been a source of pride and identity

for our community for so many years.

Warm regards,

Ref + #2023 [9245%
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I Name
Emait
Provide your feedback here | do net want the name changed.

Ifitis changed it cerlainly needs to be in keeping with the names of the
streets arcund me. ie -Australia Flora.
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Comments on proposed renaming of Hottentot Crescent

Zpt-/ landowner residing at (no of house) Hottentot Crescent Mullumbimby

wish to provide my/esr opinion in relation to the proposed re naming.
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SIGNED: ...,

If signing on behalf of a company, please add your name and company title (for example, Director)
ACN/Company seal

DATE: ..za::..fc.efe ....... f<.5
//

/
Contact details:

Home: .-
Mobite: ...

PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE TO BYRON SHIRE COUNCIL WITHIN 28 DAYS
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26 September 2023, 11:35AM

3

i've recently moved from Holtentot St after fiving there for 10 years. |
never heard a derogatory word about the name. The only discussions |
was privy to concerned the beauliful street scape the trees provided. I'm
sure offence can be taken if you try hard enough bit changing the name
sems somewhat extreme,
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Armstrong, Tracy

From:

Sent: Monday, 25 September 2023 4:44 PM

To: council; Armstrong, Tracy

Subject: Hottentot Residents thoughts on renaming
Hi Tracey,

we recently received a letter regarding the renaming of our home street, Hottentot Crescent from Jlames Flockton.

My family and | are against renaming the street as we feel the unwarranted attention recently brought about has
come from one-sided sources and doesn't reflect the name's true meaning.

Hottentot is the name of the plant/tree that adorns the crescent in almost all of our homes. In past Dutch terms, it
was a word to describe an outgoing and colourful woman, and zlthough it may have had sad connotations in

Afrikaans culture, we do not five in Africa.

Worryingly this is an individual's call to change our street name to an African name. This | strongly disagree with. If
anything, the area deserves a First Nations name more in keeping with our own history.

The disruptive nature not only affects our business, bank, and all personal details it also means having to teach our
children our address all over again, which we feel is dangerous in case they ever felt they needed these details.

In closing, any reference to racism from past histories 1 am all for rectifying to help unite future generations, but |
feel in this case it has been taken out of context and jumped on by a minority.

The general consensus | get from chatting with all our neighbours is they want Hottentot to stay. and
have sent out a letter to all of us to this narrative, and [ back them wholely.

Thanks for reading

This communication may contain privileged and confidential information and is intended for the named addressee
only. If vou have received this communication in ervor, please notify the sender and destroy this communication
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Comments on proposed renaming of Hottentot Crescent

I'We: as resident / landowner residing at (no of house) Hottentot Crescent Mullumbimby

ws‘sh to provide my/our opinion in relation fo the proposed re naming.
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Comments on proposed renaming of Hottentot Crescent

I/We: as resident / landowner residing at (no of house) _, Hottentot Crescent Mullumbimby

wish fo provide my/our opinion in relation to the proposed re naming.
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Comments on proposed renaming of Hotientot Crescent
We: as

ident / landowner residing at {no of house) _ _ Hotlentot Crescent Mullumbimby

wish to provide @@'Gur opinion in relation to the proposed re naming.
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Comments on proposed renaming of Hottentot Crescent

IAWe; as resident / landowner residing at (no of house) .. _  Hottentot Crescent Mullumbimby

wish to provide my/our opinion in relation to the proposed re naming.

DISAGREE W iTh The Steee” Ivame Clomsiné
[7e NINZ Chavciye Vmu& A DAESS
RYRonm Shias 2 Covnres RATFS
S Houkd Re SPON ow @Wﬁ%ﬁhvés%Tméu\)
\)O!M‘S CAn You TFLL S How many OF Tz Loo
Stenatuvees, Lzu:rm; MuhleomBingY 0rR NSy
H’t-sc,
WAl Rigeal Do HBSE Minioa s E&ou P iz
OVER_US Rf:m: PaYras
(s06cliz HaTlinTall SalYs Hellewledl TREE

ASSIGNEET ,f;ygﬂ A

BYRON SHIRE COUNCIL

SIGNED s
If signing of behalf of a company, please add your name and company title (for example, Director)
ACN/Company seal

oaTE: ...l Q}S&W PR

Contact details:
Home: ............. U OO RS SPUSPP P IPPRON -
Mobiie:é re s i gy o R

% s

PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE TO BYRON SHIRE COUNCIL WITHIN 28 DAYS




Armstr‘ong, Tracy

From: - i

Sent: Moenday, 25 September 2023 4:37 PM

To: Armstrong, Tracy

Subject: Hottentot resident

Hey Tracey,

I'm a Hottentot Crescent . _}resident and getting in touch in regard to renaming.

| believe this would be areal shame as it reflects the name of the local trees which have just bloomed on
our street and are just stunning.

| believe the local council needs to respond to the petition and educate them on the meaning of the name,

If we do have to change it - we believe it should be an Aboriginal name, a word from Arakwal Bumberlin
people as it is true to country and the local people of the area.

Thank you
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Comments on proposed renaming of Hottentot Crescent

I/We: as resident / landowner residing at (no of house) __ {ottentot Crescent Muliumbimby

wish to provide my/our opinion in relation to the proposed re naming.
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Byron Shire Council
Email: tarmstrong@byron.nsw.gov.au or PO Box 219 Mullumbimby NSW 2482

Comments on proposed renaming of Hottentot Crescent

I/We: as resident / landowner residing at (no of house) {ottentot Crescent Mullumbimby

wish to provide my/our opinion in relation to the proposed re naming.
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1 am writing to wholeheartedly support the proposal to change this street
nan,

The term Holtentot is widely considered racially offensive.

While this might not have been the case at the time of the original street
naming, this is no justification for it to remain, Language is constantly
evolving: many expressions that were previously considered obscene are
now in commonplace usage while conversely various formerly everyday
ferms are now unable to even be printed.

The name Hotientot was criginaily given to the Khoikhoi peoples of Africa
in the mid 17th century and is thought to originate from the Dutch verb
‘to stutter', This was to reflect the ‘click consonants’ in the Khot
languages, which the Dutch felt resembled a stutter or stammer. The
Eurccentric ridiculing of unfamiliar [anguage sounds are now rightly
consfdered outdated and offensive; we no longer refer, for example, (o
people of Chinese ancestry by derogatory names intended to mimic their
language.

That the Khoilkknoi people have arguably iess political clout than some
other racial or cultural groups might have should not be a consideration
to disregard the origins and continued implications of this slur. Even if
only a comparatively small percentage of the popuialion is made Lo feel
shame and indignily at hearing this name, this should absolutely override
the majority of people for whom this name has no or little connotations.
The term is also strongly evocative of Sarah Baartman who was
kidnapped from Africa and paraded naked around Europe in early 1800s
while exhibited in ‘freak shows'. Sareh was given the moniker ‘The
Hottentot Venus' by the European viewers who deemed her non-human
and she died at the age of 26 after a lifetime of degradation, humiliations,
and frequent sexual assaults.

This is hardly a legacy we wish to uphold and endorse in a welcoming,
inclusive environment such as Byron Shire.

Adter #is initial usage, the term Hottentot came i apply fo anyone vath
darker skin from the African continent™ and in doing se, continues to
impact upon all those bearing & non-European skin,

While this history may not be well known in Austratia now, times and
societal norms change very quickly, especially in the era of the internet.
Less than two decades ago there was an outrageously offensive name
remaining on a stadium in Teowcomba, Queensiand which a court
declared in 2004 was non-discriminatory and essentially perfectly fine.
This is despite the offending word not heing able to be even printed or
publicly uttered in USA at the time. Three years later the sign was
suddenly taken down.

This is the present realily: things that may have been considered
‘perfectly fing', Yjust a joke' or indeed ‘a term of affection’(!) at one time
can very quickly be shamed, pilloried or ‘canceiled’.

Byron Shire Council now has an opportunity to address this head-on, by
viriue of this proposal and it would be heart-warming for us to take this
step to be on the right side of history.
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About the proposal to change the name of Hottentot Crescent.
| live on it so i reckon I've as much right as any to express my Zc¢ worth!

To cail something Hottentot is like naming it the "n word™. It's an
offensive and derogatory and racist word.

One argumeant against the name change is to say that there’s a tree also
called Hottentot? Well - that maybe true. But where do you think the tree
gol the name!!?

It's the same derivation - it's a name that comes from a time and place
rooted in terrible persecution and discrimination.

If we want to name it after a tree we could find out what the Bunjatung
rame for the tree is and call it that.... Or apparently it's also called a
drunk parrol tree. | could go along with that!

“Decolonization” is a bit of long winded way of saying that some
historical bits of the world are terrible, and it's ok o acknowiedge that do
what we can to mitigate some of the impacts of that. Some of the labels
and language still in use come from that terrible history, and one of the
things we can do is acknowledge that and change our fanguage a bit,
bacause for some peeople hearing and seeing those words reminds them
in hotrible ways about that terrible past.

The “disruption” of changing a street name is hardly a big price to pay to
end up with a street name that's not rooted in discrimination and
rersecution,

I've changed my address many many many times over my life. It's really
not that big a deal. You can use mail forwarding at the pest cffice for a
rminimal price and each bit of mail you get you just let them know of the
street name changa. It's & bit of 2 pain of admin to do, but not hard,

Showing that we can move forward and earn from history and show

some respect for ail humans? Now, 1o me, that's something worlh
spending a little on.
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A racial sfur is a racial slur even if a tree is namad after it.
As much as | foved the sound of the name, it has to go.

Drunk parrat si?
Hootytoot st?

Let's just make sure i{'s acceptable to anyone who reads it and at the
moment it’s nol.

1of 1



